Today’s Question: [image: image1.wmf]“It is not possible for nature to produce something from nothing. Therefore God must exist” Discuss
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There need not have been a first event; we can imagine that every event was preceded by an earlier event, and that time has no beginning. The infinity of time, in both directions, offers no difficulties to the understanding. We know that the series of numbers has no end, that for every number there is a larger number. If we include the negative numbers, the number series has no beginning either; for every number there is a smaller number. Infinite series without a beginning and an end have been successfully treated in mathematics; there is nothing paradoxical in them. To object that there must have been a first event, a beginning of time, is the attitude of an untrained mind. Logic does not tell us anything about the structure of time. Logic offers the means of dealing with infinite series without a beginning as well as with series that have a beginning. If scientific evidence is in favour of an infinite time, coming from infinity and going to infinity, logic has no objection.
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The chief issue at stake in all the arguments for and against the thesis that the universe began is whether or not there can be an infinite set of actual things (e.g. past events). Readers will have to consider how they would react to this problem. They should note, however, that they will surely be saying something odd if they conclude that three might be an infinite set of actual things since it is possible that every event has a predecessor (which is one way of expressing the claim that the universe never had a beginning). ‘It is possible that every event has a predecessor’ could mean either (a) there might have been more past events than there have been or (b) it might have been the case both that a certain set comprised all the events that occurred and also that an additional event occurred. Now (a) is arguably true. But it does not entail that the universe never began. (b), though, is simply contradictory. 
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The issue is whether there can be an actual infinite series of past events. Can the universe be infinitely old? Can the universe have always existed?











