Sanctity of Life versus Quality of Life


	Sanctity of Life
	Quality of Life

	The traditional Christian tradition.  All life is sacred and made in the image of God.  Human life begins at conception and is always holy and sacred.


	An approach that says not all human life is sacred or valuable.  Life is only valuable if it has quality.  If it has no quality then it is not valuable and can be disposed with.

	Supported by the Bible and by the teaching of St Thomas Aquinas.  


	Supported by some Christian relativists, e.g. Fletcher.
Also supported by atheists who do not believe that life is God-given.

	Would reject Genetic Engineering, IVF, Euthanasia and Abortion.  We cannot play God.  All life is sacred.

	Would be open to Genetic Engineering, IVF, Euthanasia and Abortion as these issues deal with life that is not valuable as it has no quality.

	Takes an absolutist approach.  However, you can use the principles of Double Effect and Proportion within Natural Law.

	Takes a relativist approach.

	The Sanctity of Life approach holds that as soon as the egg is fertilised then a new human PERSON is present.  All human life, whether in the womb, born, in pain, weak and unconscious are examples of human PERSONS.
	You are only considered to be a PERSON if you meet certain conditions.  For example Joseph Fletcher says there are 7 conditions necessary for human life to be a PERSON.  These include: self awareness, self control and a sense of the past and future.


1. Look up the following passages in the Bible.  Write out the passages and say how they support the Sanctity of Life approach.  Genesis 1:27, Exodus 20:13, Job 1:21

2. Why would Aquinas see life as sacred?  YOU MUST NOT REFER TO THE BIBLE IN YOUR ANSWER.

3. What are the problems when you try to define what makes a human person?

4. Which approach do you think the majority of people in Britain support?  Give evidence for your answer.

5. Which approach do you think is better?  Give evidence for your answer.

